Veterans are in focus in Mount
Arlington
40 Veterans meet with students for honors, interviews
MOUNT ARLINGTON – Veterans Day is about honoring military veterans, and that is a
responsibility taken very seriously at the Mount Arlington School.

About 40 local veterans, young and old, joined the nearly 300 third through eighth grade students
in the school’s all-purpose room last week for a program designed in their honor. Social Studies
teacher Susan Longo has been organizing the annual event for nearly two decades. For her,
“Organizing this program every year has been a labor of love. It is so important to let our
Veterans know they are not forgotten but also, the experience for our students is something no
textbook could ever teach.”
Each year, Veterans from World War II right up through Operation Enduring Freedom,
Operation Iraqi Freedom, and Operation New Dawn are invited to visit the school, where they
are honored in an early morning assembly. Then, the veterans split up into groups in the media
center, and are interviewed by eighth graders.

Michael Aberback, the district’s instrumental music director and Emile Radkovich, the choral
director, led the students in the musical tributes, including the songs of each of the five branches
of the armed services. The entire room also joined in to sing America the Beautiful.

Students gave a number of speeches and worked on many projects during the past few weeks to
fully decorate the all -purpose room and hallways.
Grade 3 students hand delivered special tribute cards they had created as a special way to thank
the veterans.

Grade 4 students created a special Poppy Flower Tribute display for all the veterans who have
passed and have connections to students and staff members.

All Veterans received a formal parade on their way to the media center with the hallways fully
decorated in red, white, and blue.
This year students also honored a special K-9 member of Warrior Canine Connection named
George. George is trained to help Veterans who suffered from PTSD and other disabilities.
Warrior Canine Connection is a 501(c)(3) organization located in Boyds, MD that breeds, raises
and trains Labradors and Golden Retrievers to be service dogs for both physically and
psychologically wounded veterans. The dogs and training helps recovering warriors to reconnect
with life, their families, their communities and each other. You can learn more at
www.warriorcanineconnection.org.
The Veterans also provided photographs of their days of service, and Media Specialist Sherry
Kercher compiled the records to create a digitized slideshow with musical tributes.
Superintendent Monica Rowland reflected, "The Veteran's Day program is very special here in
Mount Arlington and it is wonderful to see our students and staff come together to welcome and
honor our veterans for their service."
The Mount Arlington Educational Association supported a Jeans for Troops Day, wearing their
MAEA red shirts, and raised over $300 for veterans. In addition, the funding for the program,
provided by the NJEA Pride Grant Program, covers the cost of the gifts, supplies, and meal. The
day ends with a full meal organized by the kitchen.

Borough Council Members attended to pay honor to Susan Longo for her dedication,
commitment, and endless effort towards promoting civic responsibility and honoring the
sacrifice of military personnel and their families.

The Annual tribute to Veterans was held November 7, 2018 at the Mount Arlington School. This
event is sponsored by the Mount Arlington Board of Education, Mount Arlington Education
Pride Committee and the Mayor and Council. Pictured with Mrs. Longo are Council President
and Veteran Bob Sorge, Councilman Steve Sadow, Councilman Jack Delaney and Councilman
Elect and Veteran Ray Simard.
Mrs. Longo was presented a Proclamation from Mayor Michael Stanzilis. A special thank you to
the tireless efforts of Mrs. Susan Longo, a teacher in Mt. Arlington Schools who has coordinated
this program for many years. Mrs. Longo is retiring this year and we wish her all the best.

